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BY IIAI!D

secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Wasbington. DC 20554

Re: WMFP(TV), Lawrence, MA;. _
Petition for Rulemek1n, to Amend I 78.5100(6)

RECEIVED

rAPR 30 1993
FEDEfiAL C(),\MiJNICA-II()lS (;()MWSSlOO

lfFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Ms. searcy:

On behalfofMFP, IDe., licensee of the above station, we are fiUng the original and
four (4) copies of its Petition for Rulemaklng in the above proceeding.

JPBIlp
Enclosures
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Be'•• tile RECEIVED
PItDItIlAL COIIIIUIOCATIOR8 COMJll8SION

WaaJdDItoIa. D.C. 2015154 rAPR 30 1993

In the Matter of

Amendment of section 76.51
of the Commfeelorp·S Rules to
Include Lawreace. Mus.
in the Market Pre8ently
Deatgnated the ItBo8ton_
C8mbdd&e-Worceater.
Mass." Market

TO: Roy J. Stewart. Chief
Mass Mec:Ua Bureaul

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

FEDERAL CG\i~MUNICATiONS COMMiSSION
CfFICE OF THE SECRETARY

MY Docket No. 93-__
RM _

PBTITJOII pol. UJL& MumG

attorneys and pursuant to"7 C.F.R.8 1.401. petitions for lUle maldDl to amend

47 C.F.R. 8 76.51(a)(6) to change the destgnatlon of the "Boston-eambridge­

Worcester. Mass." major television market to "Boston-eambridge-Lawrence-

Worcester. Mass.".
.

1. The television market list in 876.51 was adopted in 1972 as part

of the implementation of "must C81TY" by cable television systems. It bas on

occasion beenameaded to reflect cbanghJg conditions. The criteria for inclusion

include Grade B coverage. the degree of overlap of service contours (indicating

1 To be acted upon under de1ejlated autbodty per Report and Order in MM
Docket No. 92-259 released March 29. 1993. en 150 (p. 32).
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the existence of -a stng1e teleWdon market fOl' economJc purposes-), and

Arbitron deslgnations.'

2. WbIe -muatcaJTY- wasfouDd unconatituUoDal in 1985 and 1987,'

the cable TelevilMoD Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 I-cable

Act-),· gives -must C81TY- new Ute. As reqWred by this legislation, the FCC

recently conducted a role maJdnl, and in its Report and Order, Implementation

ofthe cable Television COnsumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 in tAM

Docket No. 92-259 (FCC 93-144),ltamended"7 C.F.R I 76.51(a) effective May

3, 1998, to add communities to three other major markets in which separate

rolemaldDi proceed.iDls were pencilng: (1) Rome added to Atlanta, GA; (2)

Cbmicothe added to Colwnbus, OH; and (3) New London added to Hartford-New

Haven-New Britain-Waterbury, CT, ibid. , 50, fn 1"9(p. 32). A Note was added

to I 76.51 to exempt such petitions for rolemaJdng from the public notice

provisions of ..7 C.F.R. I 1.408. The FCC also delegated authority to the Chief,

Mass Media Bureau, to act on them in OI'der to expedite the development of a

reaHstJc major market Ust, ibKl. fn 150 (p. 32).

3. WMFP began operation in 1987. Lawrence, its city ofUcense, is an

integral part of, and one of the cities named in the Boston-Lawrence-saIem,

I AmendmnU gf II 76.51. MaJor TeJeyWnn Markets, 102 FCC2d 1062, 1070­
74 (1985).

, 9uipcy cable TV, Inc. y. FCC, 788 F.2d 1..8-& (D.C. Cir. 1985), cert. deniM
sub DEBD· Natfep' AIMCfeUtm gf Dme4r.... y. QIUv;y Gable TV. 'nc.. 106
S.Ct. 2889 (1986); century CmpmunnUoM Com. y. FCC, 885 F.2d 292 (D.C.
Cir. 1987).

4 Pub. L. No 102-385, 102 Stat. _ (1992).
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MAINH CoosoUdated Metropolitan StaUstica1 Area ICMBA) m the 1990 U.S.

Census. Infact. the Lawrence-Haverldll MA-NH Primary Metropolitan Statistical

Area (PMSA) with 898.516 people is the second most populous after the Boston

PMSA (2.870.669) or the six PMSAs mtlds CMSA.a Lawrence is approximately

25 mBes North of Boston.

4. Worcester Is 1DCluded by the FCC m the Boston-cambridle-

Worcester market m I 76.51(a)(6) even tbou&h It" further from Boston tban

Lawrence. approxkDately 50 mtles West. Worcester" the prIDclpal community

mIts u.s. census Metropolitan Statisueal Area (USAI wbkh is DOt part of the

Boston-Lawrence-8aJem CMSA. Worcester Is presumably loc1uded with Boston

m I 76.51(a)(6) because WHLL(TV) betan operation there in 1970. Because

Lawrence Is both closer Boston and part of Its CMSA, it would doubtless have

been included m I 76.51(a)(6) in 1972 bad WMFP then been operating.

5. WMFP. with Its transmitter located m downtown Boston at

1 Beacon Street. Is obvb1sly a television station in the -Boston-cambrldge-

Worcester- market. Lawrence Is within the Grade A contour of nine other

televtslon stations in tlds market' and WMFP(TV) is one of 13 stations .1DCluded

a In 1992. the 08Ice of MaDaaement and Buc:IIet redeftned tlds CMSA. It is
DOW the Bo8toIJ.Brockton-Nashua MA-NH-ME-CT CMSA and Lawrence Is
included in the Boston PMSA.

, WBZ-TV. Bo8toD. WCVB-TV. Boaton, WFXT(TV). Boston, WHDH-TV.
Boston, WLVI-TV. cambridge-Boston. WgTV(TV). Boston. WSBK-TV. Boston.
WHSH-TV. MarlborouCh. and WHLL-TV. Woreester. se.c Contours from TV &
cable Factbook No. 60. 1992 (Attacbment A). oft1cial notice requested.
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in the Arbitron deftnition of the Boston televJslon market.1 Three of these

stations are In New Hampshire, further from Boston than Lawrence. Arbltron's

Boston ADI Includes Essex COunty, MA, where Lawrence is located. The Boston

ADI includes seven counties in Massachusetts: Barnstable, Essex, Middlesex,

Norfolk, Suft'oIk, Plymouth and Worcester; seven counties in New Hampsldre:

Belknap, Cheshire, Hmaboroueh, Menimack, Rocldngbam , Stratford, and

SUllIvan; and one county In Vermont, Windham. The Boston ADI extends North

ofLawrence more than 60 mBes and West ofLawrence more than 80 mBes. All

of WMFP's Grade B contour area Is within the Boston ADI.

6. The case for the addition of Lawrence to the Boston-Cambridge-

Worcestermarket js far more compe1Unl than the recent addition ofRome, to the

Atlanta, GA, DU\JOI' television market. Rome js about 60 mBes north of Atlanta

and the Grade B coverate ofWTLK(TV), Rome, js substantially different from the

Grade B coverate of Atlanta television stations. WTLK(TV)'s transmitter site is

approximately 50 mBes from the antenna sites of the Atlanta stations. Rome js

also not part of any U.S. Census Metropolitan Statistical Area. Since Rome has

been added to the Atlanta market, a fortJori, Lawrence should be added to the

Boston market.

WHEREFORE, petltioDer requests that a Notice ofProposed Rule MaJdDl

be issued to chaDle the market designation in Section 76.51(a){6) of the

1 In addition to WMFP(TV), ArbItroIl Includes the fo11owiDI stations in its
Boston Market de8DWoD: WBZ-TV BoIItoD, WCVB.TV Boston, WFXT(TV)
Boston, WGOT(TV) Men1mack, NIl, WHDH-TV Boston, WHLL(TV) Worcester,
WHSH-TV Marlborough, WLVI-TV, C&mbrtdle-BostoD, WMUR-TV Manchester,
NH, WNDS(TV) Derry, NH, WQTV(TV) Boston, and WSBK-TV Boston, see
Attachment A.
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COmmlNdon'sRulesfrom "Boston-cambrldge-Worcester" to "Boston-cambridge-

Lawrence-Worcester."

RespectfuUy submitted,

MFP, IDe.

By:

HopJdnI a Sutter
888 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
WasJUncton. D.C. 20006
(202) 835-8000

April SO, 1993
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gaTIFICAT& QIf AaYJCB

I, Laura A. painter, hereby certify that on this 80th day of April, 1998, a copy of
the fore,oIDg was sent by first-class, United States Mail, postage prepaid, to the
following:

WBZ·TV
Group W Television, Inc.
888 7th Avenue
New York, New York 10106

WCVB-TV
The Hearst Corp.
5 TV Place
Needham Bnmch
Boston, Massachusetts 02194

WFXT(TV)
Boston Ce1tic8 Commuotcations L.P.
151 Men1mac Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

WHDH·TV
New ErqOand Television Corp.
7 Bulftncb Place
Government Center
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

WLVI·TV
Gannett Massachusetts Broadcasting, IDe.
75 Monis8ey Blvd.
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

WgTV(TV)
Monitor Television, Inc.
1660 Soldiers Field
Boston, Massachusetts 02135

WSBK·TV
GWette Communications of Boston, Inc.
555 17th Avenue
Suite 8SOO
Denver, Colorado 80202

811137-1



WHSH-TV
saver .K.IDt Broadcasting of Massachusetts, Inc.
71 Parmenter Road
Hudson, Massachusetts 01749

WHLL-TV
COrridor Broadcaadng Corp.
80%27
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts 01545

WNDS(TV)
CTV of Derry, Inc.
TV 50 PJace
Derry, New Hampshire OSOS8

WMUR-TV
WMUR-TV, IDe.
50 Cote street
Manchester, New Hampshire 08101

WGOT(TV)
Pauaus TeleYisfon, Inc.
Box 265
Feeding HDls, Massachusetts OlOSO-0265
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